Irish history museum unearths

'_ NEWPORT — The Museum of Newpm'l:
Inshiﬁstoryoﬁaaﬂyhclﬂedofﬁtsmstomuon

_if'_.. Stmet Cemetery in thalm asa memonah

and preservat:on efforts Wednesday by o
: morbvxable Carter said, adding that the
@_nmsemmsseelqngvolunteerstomeasesup-

: ltlc Cr08s ; at historic cemetery

Carter said the need for the historic ceme-

~tery’s preservation was a frequent topic of con-

versation among friends with Irish ancestry

- who would later become inspired to‘start th&

fledgling organization. :
“We're gdng to make it more visible and
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money for a cast-iron ferce to line
the perimeter of the cemetery dur-
ing the restoration.

The cross, now crumbled a a\

broken, will be restored by Nicholas
Benson of the John Stevens Shop
Thames Street. Other burial st
in fair condition will be uncovered
and raised, too, Carter said.
Some"members of the musem
initially speculated that the cross
may have been carved and donated
by Benson’s grandfather, world-
‘renowned Newport stonecutter
John Benson, but museum presi-
dent Vincent Arnold said further
research by the family now indi-
cates that is unlikely.

Officially the St. Joseph'’s Ceme-.

tery, the burial site was the first
Irish Catholic cemetery in Rhode

uxt for the project.

Island. It is also the founding site of
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, a
national historic site now on Spring
Street.

Arnold said the museum also
! plans to work with Salve Regina

-«Qniversity on the effort. Students

participating in archaeological digs
will help seek artifacts from a late
1700’s schoolhouse constructed on
the premises which was later con-
verted to a church in 1828.

“It will be an asset to the com-
munity and it’s also of historical sig-
nificance to the community,” Arnold
said.

Membership to the Museum of
Newport Irish History. is open to
anyone with an interest in Newport
County’s history.




