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Collective Memory

Q Irish-American Community in Newport, Aquidneck Island, RI
O Vibrant - persistent over long historical period: collective as well as genealogical
* Vibrant: “Crowd-Sourcing” — May 2017 at Salve Regina University < detailed family
history
e Persistent: Over 170+ years from “Black 47” — 1847
O Collective Memory
 Institutional: historical - Newport Museum of Irish History NMIH
fraternal - Ancient Order of Hibernians
educational - grammar schools, St. Catherine’s, De LaSalle

religious - St. Mary’s, St. Augustin’s, St. Joseph’s, ....

O Endogamy - marry within ethnic group



Data: Collective Memory — 19t 20th & 215t Century

« 19™ century use nativity & parentage to define ethnicity: where was person born, where were
parents born

« U.S. Census 1980: ask individuals to self-identify their “ancestry”

@ What is this person’s ancestry or ethnic origin?
US Census

American Community Survey ACS
(For axampla: talfan, famaican, African Am.,

Cambodian, Cape Verdean, Norwegian, )
Dominican, Frendh Canadian, Haitian, Koraan, Ancestry Question

Labanesa, Polivh, Nigerian, Maxican, Talwanasse,
Ukrainian, and 5o on.)

Data: Endogamy

» Did you identify yourself as Irish? If married, how would your spouse identify her/his ethnicity?



Census Q - What is your Ancestry?

Newport Boston New York
1990 2016 2016 2016
Population 28,407 | 24,672 619,662 8,199,221
Irish
Total 15t & 2d 33994 | 26.7% 14.1 % 4.4 %
Born in Ireland % 1.1% 4 % 5% 2%

1990 Census & 2016 American Community Survey




ACS 2016 - Ancestry by Census Tract

US 73,306 Census Tracts
% Irish

Newport 35.6
34.4

Middletown 31.4

Top 1% (733) of All Census
Tracts in US

Highest - 62% - Suffolk
County

% Irish

[ 30 to 35.6 (15) I 30 to 35.6 MA
[ 125t0 30 (44) . . L [ 12510 30
[ 120to 25 (53) . 8 12010 25
[__110to 20 (87) ey S [_110to 20
B oto 10 (42) L B 0tc 10

% Irish

RI - 241 Census Tracts Aquidneck Island — 15 Census Tracts



1880 Census - Nativity & Parentage - Irish in Newport

Newport Newport
% #

15,718
Native — born RI/US — parent RI?US 49 7 7816
Irish — born in Ireland 14.7 2312
Irish 15t generation 18.8 2965
Born US — parent Ireland
“Irish” in Newport 33.5%
Other foreign-born 94 1472

Other foreign:
Britain 734
Germany 307 *



St. Mary’s

Our Lady of the Isle

Center of Catholic

Community

15t Roman Catholic Parish In

RI
April 1828

Church - 1848



Institutional Structure — Catholic Church - St. Mary’s
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“...liquidation of the debt”
N =661

Fr. Philip Grace, D.D.
Report — 30 pages

“Words of Counsel to the Catholics of
Newport” — 4 pages

“I deem it of much importance to
invite their attention to certain evils
which, | regret to say, attracted my
attention during the visitation of the
parish.”

e Absence Mass - fathers

* Drunkenness - dispense liquor to
young people

* Marriage - without birthplace
records



Joseph Meisters 80 Bavaria
$ 500

1880 8 Green St w/ Mary
Quinn & son Andrew

1870 wife Elizabeth, France
gardener
estate $1,000

27 - S 100 contributions

22 - men 11 gardeners
1880 Census

PHILIP GRACE, D. D,,
Pastor of 8t. Muary’s

Newport, R. 1., November 27, 1881,

Nore.—If any person whohas paid, finds hie name omitted or wrong-
ly classified let him please inform the pastor and the error will be cor-

rected on the second list.

Promised.
Vﬁiﬂhael Butler, Perry street...... e B
Was always generous to the church,
Joseph Meisters..........ccovee vons
William Hammond. . ..., eninn
James Casey...ocvvviiiriiiniiiinn,
\fMiBhael Nolan, Coggeshall avenue. ...
John Curley...cceveiese wgos newnns 100 00
v?atrick Rafferty......... covuinnnnn
ohn Martin, Lee avenue.......

Edward Matthews.
Richard Lawton ......covovveeerans

New York Lady........... R 8

dr Col. J. N. Bonaparte. ......coceanuan

Thomas Galvin. ..., ..i..civeeesnces
I always found Mr. Galvin’s;advice sound and
disinterested.

Dy, Grace. v v vt ee v nnn s rnr s orn.s
" Mrs. J. J. Abraham....... .
“Bernard MeGOWAN. . vveerrrensnnnns

;/f-’atrick Nolan, Bellevue avenue...... 100 00

Mrs. M. A. Lynch.......oocvnannn,
Mrs. M. Quinn ....iieeiveeesie i

Timothy Sullivan — Burnside Ct.

¥ '
Paid.

$100 00

500 00
100 00
100 00
100 00

100 00
100 00
100 00
100 00
100 00
100 00
100 00

100 00
100 00
100 00

100 00

nnnnn

Michael Butler
“Was always generous
to the Church”

Thomas Galvin
“I always found Mr.
Galvin’s advice sound...

Col. J. N. Bonaparte
Grand-Nephew of
Napoleon Bonaparte

New York Lady

Mrs. J.J. Abraham

Mrs. M.A. Lynch

Mrs. M. Quinn

Mrs. M.A. Donnelly N.Y.




Burnside & Callender

Martin  Shea........ Chee s did
Michael Fitzgerald,... ... ces 1000
Eungene Sullivan, ... .. e .
Alexander Kane...... - co.. 10 00

Mig. Collins. . ........
o dJohn Burns. . .. .
ames Weleh, ..

Richard Reynolds, , ..

John Dinan....

Jeremiah O° L-ﬂmy

Daniel Pickett.
# Daniel Cronun. . . . . i '

Jahn Hugmt}r .. .o wsw 10 00

~Dennis MLMahnu. . - -
John Murphy. . . coa 10 00
Murs. Sullivan e, Ce i
Mrs. Hamilton. . ..

CALLENDER AVENUE,

¥ James Drury.
v John Courtney. . e o
|/ "Widow Patrick hlﬂh‘h’ﬂn — ... 15 00
Simon Coffes ... . ee.s 10 00
pAohn 5. Duggan. ...
Jeremiah Shea. . ..
ames Horgan .
Bartholomew Shea....
viflorence Sheehan, ....
yPatrick Waters. ,

20
20

10
15
10
25
15
10

o

10
20

]

10
10
10

10
10
30
15

10

00

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
(0

00
00

00
00
00

00
00
00
00
00
00

“Was believed to have hidden from the
priest”

“I observed a good spirit in the people of
Green Lane, and feel confident they would be
blest by God if the male portion of them was
more punctual to receive the sacraments of

the Church”
“Good promises but nothing substantial”

“Himself was at work, and his wife was
report not at her residence”

“Not remarkable for going to church”



DEARBORN STREET.
Wohn MeCormick., ....... Npp——

Has made a geperouns promise. I hope t.he par-
.ﬁ? izh will witpeas its folfllment.

atrick Muwphy. ... aoaiiian.,.
C.V.Danahy.....coooiiiiiioi.

viichard Pasong. .ovvevvvransannea s 10 00
- Has no paw.
ohn Harvington. . .. .oooovii e,

\ﬁlm Ejlveatm Hnrgan ...............
ohn Sullivan, R
Aames BEGNOAL . v sssssnees e vnnss
Daniel Murphy...covieiiinninennn,

Mrs. Donovan. ... .ot iernnrennnsns 5 00
Joho Canove. .

John Malier.

It fa just to Juhr.l Mnl.mr I:::n Eu? J:|u w:shed t.u
pay doable thls amoout, but from clreum-
stapces, I considered the amount marked
sufficient.

Daniel Sullivan, Thames street.......
Timothy Buckley.... .. ...........
Thomas Duggan. ... ....covvvvrnnn.. .

Bernard Mnnuu}r,,..........“. e
I did pot eall on Lim at all.

&l‘ﬁ-ﬁﬂﬂiﬂhﬂ. ......... . 14 00
rederick Groeseneck.......o....... 2
ABEhy Bullivan. ... e vy vees

obn Sullivan. .. ..oouvereerrronnerss

‘I,; illiam P, Smith. ooyt revr ve ennnnns 12 00
J 'thre:lg_e Sullivan

lllllllllllllllllll

30
20

15

20
20

b =t
hESm e Ihon D

00
(0

00
00
00
00
00

00

Ui
00
00

00
00
(0
00
00
00



Fund Raising

Donations N $ 9,088
$ 500 1 $ 500
100 25 2,500
50 15 750
35-45 3 115
30 7 210
25 38 950
20 34 680
15 36 540
12 6 72
10 186 1,860
9-6 19 122
5 151 755
2-4 12 33
N =533
Pledged — Not Paid
N =128 $ 1,620

Notes:
41 highest
Totaled $ 3,750

41% of all

“Ladies List”
N=131

$ 1,044



St. Mary’s — Location of Contributors - Parish
Great Collection of
1881 Report

Lists 20 specific streets
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5th Ward — Lower Thames St: Dixon to Dearborn - Thames to Spring St
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5t Ward — Lower Thames

1880 Census: Ethnicity & Occupation

Dixon Lee Ave | Bachellers | Holland | Dearborn
St Court St
Native 20 % 5% 9 % 6 % 13 %
Born Ireland 51 % 35 % 57 % 50 % 33 %
1st Gen Irish 15 % 58 % 42 % 40 % 46 %
Irish 66 % | 93 % 99 % 90 % 79 %
39/59 232/250 88/89 169/190 148/187

Newport Male Female
6014 316 79
Occupation
Professional 5% 3%
Managerial 8% 4%
Clerical 3%
Sales 4%
Craftsmen 20%  24%
Operatives 19% 15% 47%
Servants 17% 38%
Service Workers 8% 6%
Laborers 16% 48%




Cotton Mills —
Thames Street Wharves — “5% Ward”

Skilled, Operatives

Coddington Mill

i Mill Workers
Native 28%
Irish 15t 30
- Irish Born 10

Other Foreign 32
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Farewell St to Spruce St - Tanner St (W. Broadway) to Warner St

Kerry Hill:




Kerry Hill - 1880 Census - Ethnicity

White | Green | Burnside | Burnside | Callender | Spruce St
St Lane Court
Native 43 % 9% 9% 0 10 % 56 %
Bornlreland | 30% | 46 % 47 % 11 % 48 % 25 %
st Genlrish | 24% | 44 % 39 % 89 % 38 % 16 %
Irish 54% |1 90% | 86% | 100% | 86% | 41 %
20/37 | 134/169 | 137/160 9/9 216/252 | 108/265

Male Female
6014 265 70

Professional 5%
Managerial 8% 3%
Clerical 3%
Sales 4% 4%
Craftsmen 20% 22%
Operatives 19% 14% 24%
Servants 17% 57%
Service 8% 16%
Workers
Laborers 16%  48%




Key Research Questions

How much of a sacrifice did parishioners make in 1881 to support St.
Mary’s?

A contribution of $ 10 or $ 20 in 1881 — equivalent of ??$ in 2018 ?

Great Collection - 137 years ago

Need historic data on wages/ earnings circa 1880



Fall River Line — Old Colony RR

Major maintenance & repair
facilities for steamboats & RR

Records at Mystic Seaport
Library
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Map: Historic Map Works
1893 Richards

MR B uRar & TR YT e WY ARWE® T WY
jﬂ: 'IH(“/I‘I//I;?'M/ ey SETVTEANG ORI TR R TN AR (':rg /\wé}%d&((:m/tw i
[IKE OF THE FLEET FORMING THE FALL RIVER LINE' THE GREAT LUNG |SLAND SOUND ROUTE BETWEEN HEW YORKSBOSTON VA NEWRORTS:

VY S8 THE DOUBLE MULL BRATEET PLATE LONGITUSINAL SERTIV WITH MATERTIENT COUMNTMENTS ANT Bl RNEADS, 14 UNKINKABLE AND MATIIEALLY ll.l‘
CRBITI IR ALL W80 rERY LEMITW AT WATEN LINK. 404 FRET AEEATTH OF NULL 22 FEET OHKAOR 4B
WINEN ACNUAS BUARUA 0L TERY DEPYMN G MOLE £\ PRED § IRE e LTI 4 TN




Jerry F Sullivan

Mystic Seaport Library: Old Colony RR Records
Payroll - September 1879

Foreman

Robert Bostwick Blacksmith

James Mahoney  Helper*

Michael Murphy Helper*

William Philips Fitter

10+ hour work day

days/ wage
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Monthly Income

$ 80.00 salary

$ 61.50

$ 4275

contributed $ 10

$ 33.75

$ 55.37

both



Level of Support for St. Mary’s
$10in 1880 = $ ?? in 2018 very, very complicated

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics: 1880 — 2017 CPlI + 2,173%
$1in1880 = $21.73 in2017 $10in1880 = $ 217

VS

James Mahoney 22.5 days x $ 1.90 = $42.75 $ 10 = approx. 1 weeks income
Michael Murphy 22.5 “ x $ 1.50 = §$33.75 $ 10 = approx. 1+ weeks income

U.S. Census — 2017 median household income approx. $ 60,000/ $ 5,000 month/ $ 1,250 week

James Mahoney, Michel Murphy from Kerry Hill - $ 10 contribution in 1880

equivalentto $ 1,250

St. Mary’s Great Collection of $9,088 = $ 1,136,000



