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Miniature St. Mary’s on Display at Irish Museum

847-7678
15 Aquidneck Ave, Middletown

ALL SPORTS, ALL THE TIME
CATCH ALL THE ACTION  

ON OUR BIG SCREEN TVs

Friday & Saturday
PRIME RIB NIGHT 

$15.95

SERVING  
BREAKFAST DAILY 

7:30am

Thursday
DINNER FOR 2  

w/ bottle of Wine 

$27.95 select menu

Love Our Locals

847-2750
240 Aquidneck Avenue 

Middletown
atlanticresortnewport.com

Sunset Menu
Monday - Thursday 3-6pm

Sunset menu includes  
New England style clam 
chowder or house salad 

and choice of one of  
our Desserts of the day

BREAKFAST
6:30-11am Every Day

LUNCH
11am-4pm

Special Served Every Day!

DINNER
4-10pm • Fri & Sat 4-11pm

Seafood • Steaks • Pasta

Live Entertainment 
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

963 Aquidneck Avenue • Middletown • 401-848-5058

Family Style  
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Baked•Grilled•Fried•Boiled

Featured on the  
Food Network!

EAT IN or TAKE OUT

Seafood  
Market
Live Lobster

Native, Sea Scallops  
& Fresh Fish Daily

Raw Bar & Seafood Specialties

Minutes from Downtown Newport • www.anthonysseafood.com

Newport County’s 
Largest Selection  

of Seafood
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Newport County’s 
Largest Selection 
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By James Merolla
The Museum of Newport Irish 

History has a new display to add to 
its Interpretive Center’s many oth-
ers, which are organized around 
key aspects of Newport Irish com-
munity life and personal histories. 
Visitors this month can get a min-
iature view of St. Mary, Our Lady of 
the Isle Church.

The scale replica of St. Mary’s 
was donated to the museum’s In-
terpretive Center by Rev. Kris von 
Maluski, pastor of St. Mary’s and St. 
Augustin’s parishes in Newport. 

The museum’s communications 
director, Ann Arnold, said that the 
model resided in a corner of the 
third-floor gymnasium of the for-
mer St. Mary’s School building for 
years. Father von Maluski told cu-
rators that he was concerned that 
the model might sustain damage 
and urged that it be placed where, 
“Others could enjoy its beauty.”  

According to an article in the 
museum’s recent newsletter by 
Arnold, the model “is decorated 
to reflect the beauty of the church 
during a snowfall.” The designer 
incorporated interior lighting, as 
well. The intricately detailed scale 
model measures approximately 
30-by-30 inches. 

The model is at least 60 years 
old, Arnold said, and the designer/
builder is unknown. 

Rev. George B. McCarthy, St. 
Mary’s pastor emeritus, recalled 
seeing the model at the church 
when he arrived in Newport in 1957. 

It is possible that the model was 
constructed in 1952, said Arnold, as 
part of the commemoration of the 
100th anniversary of the church’s 
dedication, but that has not been 
substantiated. 

“Of course, we would love to 
know the identity of the model 
builder, know when it was built, 
have access to old photos of it,” 
Arnold said. “[We would appreciate 
the community coming] forward 
if they have information that pre-
dates Father McCarthy’s tenure 
with St. Mary’s,” she said.

Barbara O’Neill, wife of museum 
board member Rick O’Neill, and 
museum member Peg Whitford 

restored the model to its current 
condition. 

In the future, the model will be 
displayed in a custom case. “The 
plexi-glass and wood display case 
is not yet complete,” Arnold said. 
“Rogers High School students are 
building it, under the supervision 
of their instructor. So, for now, one 
can view the model very up close.”

The museum’s goal is to collect 
and preserve heirlooms that trace 
the chronology, along with the so-
cial and cultural impact of Irish im-
migration and settlement in New-
port County. 

It opened in June 2011 and sits in 
the heart of Newport’s best-known 
Irish-American neighborhood, at 
648 Lower Thames St., where this 
Saturday’s St. Patrick’s Day parade 
comes to an end.

Special Interpretive Center hours for Irish Heritage Month are being held 
from Friday, March 16 through Sunday, March 18. More information is avail-

able at newportirishhistory.org. (Photo by Mike Slein)

‘Potatoes for Progress’ to Benefit Food Bank
A group based in Cork, Ireland 

will distribute Irish potatoes as part 
of Newport’s St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade festivities on Saturday, March 
17. Dubbed “Potatoes for Prog-
ress,” the group will donate $1 to 
the Greater Boston Food Bank for 
every potato distributed.

 For centuries, potatoes have 
been the main Irish staple and so 
"Potatoes for Progress" aims to 
draw attention to hunger in both 
the United States and Ireland. The 
Cork group, which is one of the 
few parade participants attending 
from Ireland, is looking to strength-
en personal, business and charita-
ble connections between County 
Cork and the Irish communities in 
Boston, Newport and Providence.

“Everyone has a role in ending 
hunger at home and abroad” said 

Alli McEntyre Gaharan, a member of 
the Cork contingent. “We hope that 
parade attendance will help further 
open lines of communication… We 
are all part of the same extended 
Irish family and should connect, as-
sist and spend more time with each 
other in order to preserve historical 
and family connections.”

The Greater Boston Food Bank 
is the largest hunger-relief organi-
zation in New England and among 
the largest food banks in the coun-
try. Last year, it distributed more 
than 60 million pounds of nutri-
tious food to people who struggle 
to have enough to eat. 




