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Achievements

ÅRespected military leader

ÅNewport community elected official 

ÅState senator representing Newport

ÅEducator of youth and lawyers

ÅNational leader of judicial prominence 

ÅPioneer for women in Rhode Island



2 Kay Street, Newport



Lisdoonvarna, County Clare



Federal Census Newport 1900

ÅJohn Kerins age 40 Head of Household
Immigrated from Ireland 1880

ÅCatherine Kerins age 33 Married in 1887
Immigrated from Ireland

ÅChildren
John age 11

William age 10

Raymond age 8

Lillian age 5

Pauline age 2

ÅLiving at 565 Thames Street, Ward 5



Carey School and 18 Narragansett 

Avenue



Rogers High School 1933



Syracuse University 1938

ÅClass officer for four 

years

ÅEditor Daily Orange

Newspaper

ÅEditor Syracusan

magazine

ÅAlpha Chi Omega

Sorority



Prudence Island Teaching and the 

Hurricane of 1938



Boston University Law School 1942

ÅBU Law first enrolled 
women in 1872

ÅOnly female graduate 
in the 1942 class

ÅRank 14 out of 73

ÅOne of 133 out of 354-
passed written and 
oral bar exam in 
Massachusetts in 1942

ÅAdmitted to the 
Massachusetts bar 
while in uniform, 12 
October 1942



Leadership: War and Post-War 

Army Service 1942-1948

ÅField Inspector for 

Five Training Centers 

for WAC

ÅDirector of Third 

Service Command  

for 20,000 women

ÅLt. Colonel and 

Legion of Merit



Marriage of Florence and Paul 

Murray 21 October 1943



Murray as Lawyer

ÅAdmission by exam to RI bar 1947

ÅFifth woman lawyer in RI history

ÅIndividual law practice

ÅAdmission to practice before U.S. 

Supreme Court, U.S. Tax Court, and U.S. 

District Court

ÅRI Delegate to National Association of  

Women Lawyers Meetings



1948 Newport  Election

Å1948- wins under new  

RI primary law

ÅAge 32-youngest 

woman ever elected

ÅImportance of 

Democratic Party 

precinct chairman

ÅImportance of RI Bar 

Association



Newport School Committee 1953

Chairman Florence Murray

Â Equal rights for women 
teachers

Â Technology in schools

ÂHealth and nutrition

ÂConstruction and 
staffing of two 
elementary schools and 
campus style Rogers 
High School


