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constraints of the square footage as
well as the budget.”

How big will the new Rogers High
School be under the latest plan?

Under a 2019 memorandum of
agreement with the Rhode Island De-
partment of Education, the building
can have 165,783 gross square footage,
and that is the target for the new sche-
matic plan, he said.

“The new plan is much more com-
pact, much more cost effective,” De-
Santi said. “It’s going to be a nice look-
ing building.”

The plan unveiled in August showed
a four-story building block parallel to
Wickham Road that would house the
academic classrooms. That section of
the building is now three stories.

Among the other changes, the size of
the classrooms was reduced from 800
square feet per classroom to 770 square
feet. The cafeteria capacity seating was
reduced from 252 to 189, meaning the
students will have to eat in four waves
instead of three. The STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Math) labs
were reduced in size from 1,300 square
feet to 1,200 square feet.

There were other cost-saving mea-
sures as well, including the elimination
of a second athletic field. That field will
now be an “add alternative,” meaning if
the city can raise additional funding
outside of the approved RIDE total bud-
get of $98.8 million, it can be built.

“We could not fit it financially into
the project as it stands now,” said Re-
becca Bolan, co-chair of the School
Building Committee. “We have every
intention of making it happen though.
We’re working on outside contribu-
tions, whether it’s from the state, the
city, charitable foundations or any of
our partners. We feel confident we’ll be
able to get the funding. There’s no way
we are going to open up the school
without the field.”

“We have to go forward with what
we have right now in order to keep the
project on track,” she said.

“They have to design to the dollar
amount in our budget, so they are also
looking at materials and systems,” said
Louise Boatwright, the other co-chair
of the community’s 22-member School
Building Committee. Boatwright and
Bolan are also members of the School
Committee.

What will be cut from the plan to
save money?

To save money, SLAM moved away
from its plan to have a metal exterior,
replacing it with brick or some other
type of masonry.

“They wanted to apologize for hav-
ing to put brick in,” Bolan said. “I said,
‘This is Newport. You don’t have to
apologize for brick.’ It will make Mr. Le-
ary very happy.”

School Committee member Robert
Leary was a strong advocate for having
a brick exterior to the Pell Elementary
School when it was constructed in
2012-2013. His plea was successful.

SLAM had planned to put a full air
conditioning system in the new high
school. Instead, it will put in the same
dehumidification system the Pell Ele-
mentary School has to save on costs.

If the School Building Committee
can raise additional funding, some of
those wished-for elements can be add-
ed to the plan in the coming months.

“It’s not a complete done-deal yet,”

Bolan said. “Our priority was to get the
main programmatic requirements inside
the building. It does not include automo-
tive, cosmetology or a central office for
the administration now. We are doing
our due diligence to make sure this all
happens.”

Space for the automotive and cosme-
tology programs, as well as an office for
School Superintendent Colleen Burns
Jermain and her top administrative staff,
will be “add alternates” and only includ-
ed in the plan if the additional funding
can be raised.

How will the funds for the new
high school be broken down?

The voters approved a $106.33 million
school bond to finance two school pro-
jects on Nov. 3, 2020. The School Build-
ing Authority, which is part of RIDE, ap-
proved plans for a new high school that
would cost $98,862,667 and a Pell Ele-
mentary School addition that would cost
$7,472,300. The city is hoping to meet all
the state requirements in order to qualify
for 55% reimbursement of those costs.

Of the $98.86 million for the high
school, the targeted construction budget
is $80.5 million, which includes $5.98
million for demolition of the current high
school buildings and mitigation mea-
sures.

The rest of the high school project’s
total budget includes $8.8 million for all
architectural, engineering, owner’s man-
agement and other oversight fees. All
furnishings, equipment and technology
will cost another $3.78 million. Remain-
ing costs are $786,000 for items such as
insurance.

Finally, the city is holding onto a $5
million contingency fee to meet any un-
expected cost increases or other unfore-
seen project costs.

When are students expected move
in? 

The schematic design for the new
high school is expected to take until the
beginning of January 2022. Meanwhile,
the School Building Committee will be
under pressure to come up with funding
for the add alternates.

“The schematic design is the most im-
portant part of any project when you are
constructing a new building,” DeSanti
told the School Committee. “It’s the time
to make corrections. You don’t want to
get too far down the road when final
drawings are being developed.”

Final design development is now
scheduled to take place between Janu-
ary and the end of April 2022. Construc-
tion documents and specifications
would be drawn up by mid-September
2022, so construction could then begin.

The construction of the new high
school is expected to take 211⁄2 months,
until the end of June 2024. After the
move-in during the summer of 2024,
students will enter the new school in
September 2024.
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“We challenged the SLAM

design team (to come up

with a modified design). The

design team has come back

and presented us with a plan

they believe can be built

within the constraints of the

square footage as well as

the budget.”
Joseph DeSanti 
Downes Construction Co. project manager

NEWPORT — The Museum of New-
port Irish History will hold the third talk
in its 20th Annual Michael F. Crowley
Lecture Series on Monday, Nov. 15, at 6
p.m., via Zoom and in person at the
Wayfinder Hotel in Newport.

The talk, entitled “Cheers to Eire:
The Political Life of J. Howard
McGrath,” will be presented by Dr. Deb-
ra A. Mulligan, Roger Williams Univer-
sity professor and author of Democrat-
ic Repairman: The Political Life of
James Howard McGrath (McFarland
Press, 2019). 

The lecture has been made possible
through a gift from Francis “Frank”
Furtado, given in memory of his wife
Barbara Carr Furtado.

The child of Irish immigrants, Rhode
Island’s 60th governor, J. Howard
McGrath (1903-1966), was a pivotal fig-

ure in the state’s 20th-
century history. Dr. Mulli-
gan will address his life
and political career,
which was cut short by
scandal, in the context of
his Irish roots. 

A complete talk over-
view and speaker bio may

be found on the “Lectures” page of
newportirishhistory.org.

The virtual lecture is free, but reserva-
tions are required to receive the Zoom lo-
gin information. You may register on the
“Lectures” page of newportirishhisto-
ry.org. Seats to attend this lecture and
the reception to follow at the Wayfinder
Hotel, 151 Admiral Kalbfus Road, New-
port, are limited and prioritized for Mu-
seum of Newport Irish History members.

Attendees must be fully vaccinated.
To Inquire about seat availability to at-
tend in person, please contact Ann Ar-
nold at newportirishhistory@gmail.com
or 401-841-5493.
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