Walking Tour of Irish

Newport

Tour 1: Fifth Ward
(Self-guided)

The Museum of Newport Irish History

P.O. Box 1378
Newport, RI 02840

newportirishhistory.org

newportirishhistoryv@gmail.com
Open May—October and by appointment

4. 8 Morton Ave.: Former Home to Irish
American “Big Eddie” Sullivan. Many said,
“Biggest man I've ever seen”! Police Chief in
1940s-1950s. Imposing figure for any law-
breaker!

5. ONE Fifth Ward Square: St Augustin’s
Church (1911)

e Built when St Mary’s Church reached capacity

o Stained glass windows from “Knights of St.
Finbar, County Cork Men'’s Assoc. and locals
like Lynch, Conroy and Sullivan families.

e Harrison Ave, maybe the most Irish Street in
America! Families: Behan #12, Kirwin #10 ,
Lehane #16 (Many documented in Interpretive
Center), Burns, Crowley, Curran, Donnelly,
Donovan, Doyle, Dugan, Finn, Galvin, Kelly,
Lynch, Martin, McCarthy, McDermott,
McNulty, Murphy, Shea, Walsh, Whitford and,
of course.... Sullivans.

6. Carroll Ave. and Bateman Ave.: Joseph
Martin Monument. 5" Ward Irish American
Alderman loved by locals as public servant
(1874-1933). Served in Spanish American
War. His home was #11 Narragansett Ave.
(Stop#7)

Fort Adams

Newport Harbor

Harrison Ave.

The Irish in Newport

The first Irish immigrants to Newport, in the
mid 1600’s, came as the result of English
policies and Cromwellian brutality toward
Ireland.

The 1700’'s saw the arrival of the noted
philosopher, educator Dean George
Berkeley, and the involvement of many Irish
in the Revolutionary War. Documentation is
very incomplete, but we know the names of
Fitzgerald, Burke, Morris and Flanagan
fought in that war.

1778 saw the arrival of the French to
Aquidneck Island to support America, with
the Irish Regiment under Count Dillon, some
of whose ranks stayed behind.

The next wave of immigration occurred in the
1820’s as the result of the difficult economic
times in Ireland, and the first of the potato
crop failures in 1818 and 1822. Of course,
the huge potato crop failures of the 1840’s
drove thousands to come to America.

In the 1800’s many skilled Irish worked in
such diverse fields as the Portsmouth coal
mines, the gardens and houses of the
Newport Mansions, and the construction of
Fort Adams.

Through the 1800’s and 1900’s the Irish
established themselves as a rich, diverse
group that has contributed to the fabric of this
area. The names of O’Connell, McCormick,
Walsh, Horgan, Butler, Galvin, O’'Neill are
familiar, and since 1895 there have been
eleven (11) mayors of Newport of Irish
descent.

7. 11 Narragansett Ave.: Former home of
Alderman Joseph Martin. (Monument at 5™
Ward Square). He was revered by all in the 5t
Ward for his community service.
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. “The” Fifth Ward: Newport's best known

Irish-American neighborhood - known by all in
Newport and “out of towners”.

Abolished as a ward during the 1930s
redistricting.

Once the largest ward: Stretched from
Bellevue Avenue and Perry Street South and
West to the Atlantic Ocean, Narragansett Bay
and Newport Harbor then East to Pope Street
extended line. (Encompassed most of
Bellevue Avenue and all of Ocean Drive and
Thames Street South of Pope Street.

Fifth Ward Square dedicated in 2006. St
Augustin’s Church located at ONE Fifth Ward
square. (Note sign in front)

Branding: “Fifth Ward Liquors”, Desirable “5t
Ward Home” for sale, 5% Ward Vacation
Homes for rent. “Fifth Ward Bar” at our sister

city’s White House hotel in Kinsale, Ireland.
Once home to 19" century Irish as they
populated Thames Street, slowly moving
south along Thames from mid-1800s to early
1900s. Many were “help” at Bellevue Avenue
“cottages” circa 1900.

. 662 Thames St., Corner of Carey St.: Mike

Maguire’s Store - Irish grocer and closest
thing to a supermarket in the early 1900s.
Later became dry-cleaner and bakery and now
houses pottery shop/art studio.

. 1 Potter St.: Dennis E. Collins House,

former High Sheriff of Newport County and
President of Ancient Order of Hibernians
(AOH) Division #1 Newport Division named in
his honor).



