
The Museum of Newport Irish History
MNIH

P.O. Box 1378 • Newport, Rhode Island 02840
www.NewportIrishHistory.org • NewportIrishHistory@gmail.com

4th talk of our
21ST ANNUAL LECTURE SERIES 

Lecture made possible by a generous gift from Virginia Pittsley, 
given in memory of her husband, Bill Pittsley, and their son, Jay Pittsley

Sarah Parker Remond: 
A Black Abolitionist in Ireland, 1859 

Guest Speaker: Maureen D. Brady 

Tuesday, February 21, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.
A Virtual Presentation via Zoom

Sarah Remond was the free-born daughter of activist parents who owned successful businesses in Salem, MA, 
where she was born. When the Salem school board implemented segregation, Sarah was duly dismissed, persuading 
her parents to move to Newport, RI, to enable their daughter to attend a well-regarded private school for Black 
children. The family resided in Newport for six years (1835-41), and re-established their business while Sarah 
received an education during her formative pre-teen and teenage years. This educational foundation would prove 
invaluable to Sarah’s later life when she became a devoted abolitionist and dynamic agent for the American Anti-
Slavery Society. In 1859, Sarah traveled to Ireland on a lecture tour, presenting to standing-room-only crowds, 
becoming the first African American woman to speak publicly in the country. Like her friend Frederick Douglass, 
her time in Ireland was transformative, changing the trajectory of her life’s work. She never returned to America, 
choosing self-imposed exile over socially-imposed inequality, achieving successes that would have been impossible 
in the land of her birth, while establishing herself as a civil rights activist, feminist, and international champion of 
justice. 

MAUREEN D. BRADY holds a Master of Arts (MA) in Irish and Irish American Studies from New York University’s 
Glucksman Ireland House, including coursework and research at Trinity College Dublin. She is a faculty member at the 
lifelong learning programs of Rutgers University’s Osher Institute and Brookdale Community College, where she teaches 
courses in Irish literature and Irish history. In 2022, Brady was chosen as a “Top 100 Irish American Leader” in New Jersey 
by insidernj.com and was the winner of the Marlene Pomper Distinguished Teacher Award at Rutgers University. Brady also 
served as a Steering Committee member and Marketing Director for the Irish American Cultural Institute. We are delighted to 
welcome Ms. Brady to this, her first lecture for the Museum of Newport Irish History.
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
To register, visit www.NewportIrishHistory.org. Click “Lectures,” then the link to reserve under the Feb. 21 listing. You will 
receive an immediate e-confirmation with the Zoom login info. If you do not see this email, check your SPAM. There is no fee 
to register for this lecture, but donations in support of our lecture series are always welcome via our website’s “Donate” page 
or check payable to “MNIH” mailed to the below PO Box address.
Non-computer/-mobile device Users:  This lecture, including the speaker’s slides and Q&A, will be videotaped and a link to view will 
be available on our website’s ‘Lectures’ page after the event. Please consider enjoying the lecture with a family member or friend who can 
provide Internet access. Our next lecture on March 29 will be presented in person at the Wyndham Newport Hotel (Middletown, R.I.) and 
simultaneously live-streamed via Zoom.

 Questions or Assistance with Registration?  Contact Ann Arnold at (401) 841-5493 or tpm1@earthlink.net.

 


