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Second talk of our 23rd Annual Lecture Series

Opening Doors: 
The Unlikely Alliance Between the Irish and the Jews in America 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Hasia R. Diner
Monday, October 28, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.

Wyndham Newport Hotel
240 Aquidneck Avenue, Middletown, R.I. 02842

and Live-Streamed via Zoom
Jewish immigrants arrived in America in the latter part of the nineteenth century, primarily from eastern Europe. In 
the big cities where they settled they encountered large enclaves of Irish Americans, themselves immigrants or the 
children of those who had arrived earlier from Ireland. Those Irish Americans served as the Jews’ models of what it 
meant to be a looked down upon ethnic group which endeavored to stand up for its rights and dignity. The Irish held 
the reins of power on several key American institutions which the Jews needed to secure their place and livelihoods 
in their new American home. In urban politics, public education, and the labor movement, Irish Americans saw it in 
their own interests to open the door to these Jewish newcomers, knocking on the door— metaphorically — to carve 
out for themselves secure and stable lives.
HASIA DINER is Professor Emerita, New York University where she was the Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Professor of American Jewish 
History, with a joint appointment in the History Department and the Department of Hebrew and Judaic Studies. She served as the Interim 
Director of Glucksman Ireland House. 

Dr. Diner has been a scholar of American Jewish history, American immigration history, the history of American women, and Irish 
American history, all of which were the subjects of books that she wrote. A recipient of both a Fulbright award and a Guggenheim 
fellowship, she is the author of numerous books, two of which won National Jewish Book awards. We are delighted to welcome Dr. Diner 
for this, her first talk for the Museum of Newport Irish History.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Light hors d’oeuvres & Cash Bar available.  
Members: $5 Lecture Fee is payable at door via cash or check to “MNIH.”  No fee to Zoom.   

NOTE: Dr. Diner’s newly published book, Opening Doors, will be available for signature and sale at the lecture, courtesy of Charter Books 
($30.00) along with copies of her classic, Erin’s Daughters in America: Irish Immigrant Women in the Nineteenth Century ($34.00).

The Museum of Newport Irish History
MNIH

Reservations Required for In-Person and Zoom Participation
To reserve, visit www.NewportIrishHistory.org, click “Lectures,” then the appropriate link to reserve under the Oct. 28 listing (In-person 
OR Zoom). You will receive an E-confirmation. If you do not see this email, check your spam. The talk will be videotaped, and a link will 
be available on our website’s “Lectures” page.

Questions or Assistance with Registration: Contact Ann Arnold at (401) 841-5493 or tpm1@earthlink.net
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